
Man-Made vs. Nature Reflection

1. What went well in this lesson? Why?
In the beginning of the lesson, I had the students come up with things in their Hickam community.  They got really excited and wanted to share as much as they could.  I think this was due to the fact that they could relate to it.  During the discussion, students came up with the concept of man-made and natural on their own on the first try!  Also, the sorting of the pictures was fun for most groups because it was like a game.  In addition, the students really enjoyed going outside to draw man-made and natural things because it was something different than sitting down and doing worksheets.  The art part of the lesson was also a task that majority of the class seemed to enjoy because it allowed them to be creative while working with different types of materials.  

2. What problems did I experience? Why?
Time.  Time was a big problem for me.  The first day wasn’t too bad but we did have to push through the walk a bit quicker than I would have liked.  I decided not to give them their written assessment because we were short on time.  The next day, the students did not have as much time as I would have liked them to have to create their projects because we started late and I had to pause numerous times to get their attention.  We didn’t get to share either.  However, my mentor said she would let them do a gallery walk the next morning.  Many of them also had trouble gluing down their materials.  I allowed them to use tape but some student used a lot of it and it affected the presentation of their art piece.      

3. Was it “student centered”? Should it have been?
I think that it was student centered because the students were the ones who made the connection between man-made and natural things during the discussion.  My activities also involved the students to decide what to draw and how to create their artwork, not me telling them what to do.  

4. What could I have done differently?
Since 45 minutes did not seem like enough time, I would accept 2 man-made things and 2 natural things.  Also, materials ended up getting pretty messy.  I was going to have them use tofu containers to bring materials to their work area but I forgot.  That would have helped a bit.  Also, prepping everything before the lesson would have been extremely helpful and less time consuming.  I had to help students with the previous lesson and therefore did not have time to prep while they were at recess.  

5. What did I learn from this experience that will help me in the future?
Preparation and time are very important aspects of planning a lesson.  I definitely would have liked to arrange desks and materials during recess because that is one less thing to worry about and would make transitions smoother.  Also, I realized that I am not giving myself enough time to get through each section of my lesson plan.  I need to consider classroom management when planning how long each step will take. 

6. Preparation and research - Was I well prepared? - What could I have done differently?
I feel that I was prepared going into the lesson but again I would have liked time to prep my materials and arrange desks.  

7. Written plan – Was I organized? Did the written format work? Is there a better form?
My lesson plan included materials that needed to be ready for each section, which I find to be helpful.  I also like having a keynote to guide my lesson and helps me to stay on track. 

8. Presentation – Were the students involved? Was I clear in my presentation? How was the pacing?
The students were very involved in my lesson.  They contributed a lot during the first class discussion and seemed very interested in the activities.  I had quite a bit of repetition so that the students had plenty of chances to process information and I had everything important on the keynote as well.  I provided them with both visual and auditory information.  Therefore, I think that my presentation was clear.  The pacing could have gone a bit faster.  Since we were short on time, I should have pushed through things a little quicker instead on sticking on to it as long as I did.    

9. Assessment – Does my method of assessment measure what I want? How did the class do? What should I change for next time?
I used formative assessment during the walk by looking at their drawings to see if they drew correct things for man-made and nature.  However, I also would include time to give my other written assessment on the first day which involved having them explain what man-made and natural things are.  For the art project, I am going to change the assessment by accepting 1 man-made and 1 natural thing instead of 3 of each since we did not have as much time as I would have liked.  However, there are some students who made 3 man-made things and no natural things.  I am not sure how to grade those (since they didn’t have time to do their natural ones or vice versa).  Most students were rather creative in their art pieces but some did struggle.  There was one boy who just sat in his seat because he did not know what to use to create his drawings.  I had to provide him with a lot of guidance and even then he made only one thing.  


